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NEWSLETTER

Welcome back!
We hope that you have had a lovely summer break and have had the opportunity to be together as a family.
It was lovely to see the children on Wednesday looking very smart with their school uniforms on. Thank you
for your continued support with this. I noticed that some of the children have had their ears pierced during
the holiday and I hope that the earrings can be quickly removed, so that the children do not miss out on P.E.
Don’t forget that plastic invisible ‘hole holders’ can be worn in school.
Welcome to our new starters throughout the school, including our new staff members, which some of you
will have already met. Thank you to everyone for being so friendly & welcoming to all of our staff.
During the six weeks Mr Mee and Mr Cooper have been particularly busy. We are upgrading our CCTV
cameras, so that we can continue to keep our children, adults and premises safe and some new cameras
have already been installed. We are continuing with our decorating inside of the school and year 3 & 4
classrooms were painted over the summer. Also the main hall had a fresh coat of paint.
Mr Mee has continued to re-varnish all of the equipment outside, which is proving to be like the Forth
Bridge and never ending! Mr Mee and Mr Cooper also removed the key stage 1 cycle shed as it was proving
to be very costly to repair. We will be looking to repair or replace the key stage 2 cycle shed as we want to
continue to encourage children to come on their bikes and scooters.
We also have some new IT boards that have been put into the year 2, year 5 and year 6 classrooms. They
have many features which will support and enhance the teaching and learning taking place. The IT boards
will be fully replaced throughout the school over the next few years.
A very busy term ahead that involves many opportunities for you to come and see what is happening in
school. As always if there is anything that you wish to discuss about your child or the school, please speak
to your child’s class teacher, Mrs Doherty or me. Thank you for your continued support.
Mrs C Hodgson, Head Teacher.

PLEASE DON’T BE LATE!

Last term we still had some pupils arriving late. Please remember school starts at 8.50am. It is extremely
important your child arrives at school on time as work has been set for them to complete. Being 15 minutes late
every morning for a week adds up to 1 hour and 15 minutes of school time lost, over a half term this is 7 and a half
hours! This is more than a whole school day. Please ensure your child arrives on time and ready to work.
Attendance Our attendance percentage for academic year 2018/2019 was 95.2%. As a school we must make
sure our pupils access the best possible opportunities available in relation to their education and life long
learning therefore all pupils must attend school unless they are ill.
Dental/Medical Appointments
If your child has a dental/medical appointment, please remember they must come to school first if at
all possible. Please try to arrange any appointments out of school hours. Pupils do not need to be absent
from school all day for an appointment which may only take half an hour.
If they come to school first they will get their mark, even if this is only for a short period of time.

Absence Procedures Please remember the sickness absence procedures. School must be informed on the
first day of absence before 9.30am. It is extremely important as any absences will be recorded as unauthorised if we have not had any explanation or reason why a pupil is absent from school. If your child is ill
and unable to come to school, it may be possible for work to be completed at home. They may be well enough
to undertake some tasks set by their class teacher. This will ensure they do not miss too much school work
and on their return have an understanding of current topics discussed in class. If you feel your child is well
enough to complete work at home please contact the school.
Over the summer holidays, the school has ordered re-usable water bottles for children in school due to arrive soon! These new
bottles can be filled from our filtered water fountains. The school office/tuck shop will no longer be selling single use water bottles.

P. E. Kits

Please can all parents send their child’s P.E. Kit into school with them on a Monday morning and collect
them every Friday afternoon for washing over the weekend. Often classes take additional slots during the week for
sports related activities and it is a shame if children miss out due to kits not being in school. Thank you.

HEALTH & SAFETY REMINDERS

We all want your children to be safe, and ask for you co-operation on the following;
DOGS Please be aware that dogs are NOT permitted on school premises.
PARKING Please do NOT park on the yellow lines outside the school entrance at any time.
Traffic wardens & police do patrol and issue frequent parking tickets.
SCOOTERS/BIKES Bikes & scooters are NOT permitted to be ridden in the school grounds.
Please always ensure your child dismounts before the school gates
CLIMBING EQUIPMENT In the interests of health and safety when waiting to collect your child
we ask that you do not allow young children to play on the climbing equipment on the yard.
Pupils should only use this equipment under the supervision of school staff.
MEDICINES We will administer antibiotics in school but it must be prescribed to your child four
times a day. Lozenges, cough sweets, lypsyl etc are NOT allowed in school without permission,
please do not send them in with your child.

Home time arrangements

Please can parents let the school office or class teacher know if your child
is going to be collected by anyone else other than the regular person at home time. This applies to all
children throughout the school, Nursery to Year 6. Children can be made aware of who is collecting them, but
unfortunately, we cannot allow pupils to go with another parent/person or walk home (older pupils) unless we
have had this confirmed by their own parent/carer.
INHALERS. Any children with inhalers in school, new guidance states we must also have a
spacer for your child. Please send one into your child’s class by Friday 28th Sept. Also if you
have any medical information provided by your G.P. regarding your child’s medical condition we
would be grateful if you could bring copies into school.
If your child has asthma but does not currently have an inhaler in school, please call into the
school office or ask for Mrs Hattersley to discuss. Thank you.

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY
There is now a vacancy for a Parent Governor. If you are interested in becoming a Governor, please
contact school for a nomination form. The completed and duly signed nomination form should be
returned to school by Friday 13th September 2019.
Main School Office
Please can parents be mindful when waiting in the school office area, that this is a busy
working area and any noise can be distracting for office staff who are trying to work as
efficiently as possible. Please do not allow children to run around while you wait.
Please can parents only send in Birthday cakes which are shop bought and do not
contain any nuts or kiwi fruit due to the number of pupils in school with food
allergies. Thank you.
PHOTO CONSENTS If you wish for your child’s photo consent information to be changed through the
year, e.g. facebook, third party e.t.c please contact the school office or Mrs Hattersley
Dinner Money / Free School Meals
School meals are £2.05 daily / £10.25 per week (for children in years 3-6). Dinner money can be paid on the
ParentPay system or via Paypoint at a local shop. Paypoint cards can be purchased at a cost of £1.80 or
codes are available from the school office. Accounts should be kept in credit for the week ahead, the
office will prompt you if your child’s account it low and we would appreciate prompt payment. Two weeks
notice is also required when changing from school meals to packed lunches and visa versa.
Due to a Government initiative all Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils will be receiving a free hot meal. As a
school we still need to know if your family would be entitled to claim free school meals if this initiative wasn’t
in place. Please can parents produce supporting evidence by Friday 13th September if you have not already
done so. If you do not have any evidence, please call into the school office to speak to staff.

Leave of Absence Forms
Please note that only in exceptional circumstances can requests for a leave of absence be authorised. Thank you
to those parents/carers who have followed the correct procedures. Parents now need to
complete a leave of absence form stating the dates of the requested period and the exceptional circumstances
why you are taking your child out of school during term time. After consultation with Governors it has been
agreed that the circumstances below are seen as exceptional and authorised leave of absence will be granted for
the following only: Wedding of a parent, Funeral of a close relative, National sporting activity. Any other request which does not fall into one of the above category’s will be unauthorised.

